
 
Meeting called by: Amy Walker    Type of meeting: General 

Note taker/Timekeeper: Emily Molfino 

Attendees: 

 Amy Walker, Aparna Rau, Andy Thorton, Tim Lang, Emily Molfino, Nick Barber, Sarah Cunningham, 
Juliana Farmer, Mansura Khanam, Raven Brown, Wil Carter, Emmanuel Nkrumah 

 

Agenda item: GPIA Alumni 

Discussion 

 Phil came and coordinately invited all of us to GPIA Alumni weekend 

Action items          Deadline 

 We are going! You should too!                         December 7
th
 and 8

th
 

 

Agenda item: Nominations for 2008 GPIA Student Government 

Discussion 

 President: 
o Juliana Farmer: “Continued excellence of student government” and core curriculum 

issues 
o Emily Molfino: Growing SG into what it can be and bridge students, faculty, and program 

together 
o Emmanuel Nkrumah: Connecting students and faculty 

 Nominated for all three positions 

 Vice President 
o Sarah Cunningham: Same position as Juliana and wants to learn more about the role as 

she was asked to run by Juliana 
o Tim Lang: Our 13 point plan Summary 

 How should elections be held? Debate on how should be done.  
o In person voting. Fear of people voting more than once 
o If people are to vote, they need to put some effort into it. Not just click on a person 
o Send out that people are going to be with a box to vote. Available to talk to and vote. 

Different times before and after class. This one most liked. 

 If people aren’t elected, there will still be positions available! Like student outreach and advisor! 

Conclusions: 

 The last idea liked best with hours during the week where people can come, learn more about the 
people running, and vote 

 Specifics will be discussed later 
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Agenda item: Curriculum Survey 

Discussion 

 Response:  
o 16 total responses (more than suspected 7).  
o 13 people had something to say about Global Flows (GF) 

 10 said GF was completely irrelevant to the rest of the curriculum and said so 
adamantly. Not just professor based. GF was good of and in itself, just doesn’t 
connect to the rest. 

 Everything was repeated in the Governance and International Organization class 
(that taught the topic in a more realistic way). 

 Global flows specifically made to lead into comparative development, just hasn’t 
reached that potential. 

 Other loved the course 
o Almost everyone wanted more economics (this can be representative of the respondents 

who are econ heavy, but a good distribution of semesters) 
o Not a lot said about Comparative Development, just an overlap between Global Flows 

and possibly economics. Have the two be better connected? 

 Because this is an interdisciplinary field, it hard to manage what people should take and what they 
know before coming into this. Required reading list given out before coming here. Many issues 
based on repetition. Thus, required reading will help bridge people together. Wil: program going 
through a metamorphosis.  

 Andy: His survey found that people thought the thesis should be three credits 

 More quantitative, hands on, and practical classes be available. Selling point: practice meets 
theory. Can’t ignore one above the other (thus must be careful). Nick: frustration that people want 
the practical. 5-8% going on in education after graduation.  Mansura: people don’t have enough 
theory.  75% of response said need more practical, economics, “more based in reality” courses. 
Wil: Not enough confidence that people graduating have enough tools to be successful into field. 
Reading list can do this. If you want more information and learn more about the theory, take global 
flows. 

 David L.: NSSR every year send out a request for student who want to teach almost a workshop 
on quantitative topics. Students are paid and treated as an RA position. May solve some 
curriculum issues. 

Conclusions: 

 This survey is not meant to be statistical!  

 A small sample but mainly used to spark discussion into focus groups.  

 Find a way to get people must give feedback. Possible before getting pin number, one needs to 
give feedback. 

 Insist reading list 

Action items          Deadline 

 Meeting: Mansura and Amy presenting 

 
 
 
Agenda item: Student Support Program 

Discussion 

 David L.: NSSR has a student advising program where people are paid and well established and 
go through training. Do we have access? Robert K. (administrator in academic affairs) organizes 
paid student advisors for NSSR. Can inform us how to go through this process. Find out more 
about program. 

 Funding? Possibly like an RA position.   

 Phil and Jon can provide the training. Have the knowledge and they know what they want. 
Training could also take NSSR general training classes on what an advisor should do, and then 
meet specifically on the curriculum.  



Action items          Deadline 

 Tim: Revise proposal to be more general and include NSSR format. Keep it focused on long term and 
possibly have a start date for Fall 2008. Jonathan wants to see it before the meeting 

 

 

Agenda item: GPIA End of the Semester Party! 

Discussion 

 Traditionally, the administration plans these get-togethers. Wanting some feed back: Music (play 
list), visual (re-play visual Andy is making for reunion), DVD of fireplace (Thanks Tim!), Pot luck? 
NO! 

 Student Government to plan the after party.   

 Marc DJ the semester party 

 Christmas music! 

 
 
Agenda item: Wiki and Website Transfer 

Discussion 

 Wiki might be going away! GPIA.info Version II.  

 Need more design based stuff. Maybe don’t need the mass editing like the wiki needs.  

 Maybe have both so students can have a forum. Wiki: IFP student pages, Latin American forum, 
Student government, other student pages. 

 


